52              TURKEY AT THE  STRAITS
the sober pages of Goriainow; and, from there, has been
summarized in the otherwise cautious work of Phillipson
and Buxton, who give it full credence.13 But it rests entirely
upon the despatches of a man whom Mr. Fish himself
charged with direct and wilful falsehoods and whose re-
call was asked by Washington in order that Washington
should not, as Mr. Fish put it, be regarded as a home of
intrigue, such as Constantinople. Whatever Mr. Fish said
to Catacazy, it is inconceivable that he offered to force
the issue with England by sending the American fleet
through the Straits.14
The negotiations with other states need not be men-
tioned here. The result of GortchakofF's letter was a con-
ference at London, January, 1871. Granville began busi-
ness by securing a declaration on the inviolability of treat-
ies, which preserved the British doctrine while serving as
a preamble to the action Russia was demanding:
"The plenipotentiaries of North Germany, of Austria-
Hungary, of Great Britain, of Italy, of Russia and of Turkey,
assembled today in conference, recognize that it is an essential
principle of the law of nations that no Power can liberate itself
from the engagements of the treaty, nor modify the stipula-
tions thereof, unless with the consent of the contracting
Powers by means of an amicable arrangement."15
After several failures to secure a statement accept-
able to all16 the Treaty of London was finally accepted,
13 Cf. p.  112.
14 Cf. Senate Document 5, 42nd Congress, 2d Session, for correspond-
ence relative to Catacazy's dismissal.
15 Accounts and Papers, Vol. 83 (1878), C. 1953, p. 57.
16Accou?its and Papers, Vol. 83 (1878), summarized in Phillipson and
Buxton, op. cit.j pp. 122-127.